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have at the same time in other respects a vicious in-
fluence.

As Christ habitually compared his Church to a state or
kingdom, so there arc traces that its analogy to an army
was also present to his mind.

A story is preserved of a centurion who sent entreat-
ing his help for a sick servant, and when Christ promised
to come and exert his power, deprecated, with an ingenu-
ous embarrassment, an honour which seemed to him
subversive of the distinctions of rank. He represented
himself as filling a place in ti graduated scale, as com-
manding some and obeying others, and the proposed
condescension of one whom he ranked so immeasurably
above himself in that scale shocked him. This spirit of
order, this hearty acceptance of a place in a society, this
proud submission which no more desires to rise above its
place than it will consent to full below it, was approved
by Christ with unusual emphasis and warmth.

What states are to the moral virtues of justice and
honesty, and armies to the virtues of courage and subor-
dination, that the Christian Church is intended to be to
all virtues alike, but especially to those which arc nursed
by no other organisation, philanthropy, mercy, forgive-
ness, &c. When, therefore, the writer has spoken of
these virtues as having been introduced among mankind
by Christ, he does not mean to say that they had never
before been declared by philosophers to be virtues. He
has expressly guarded himself, and that several times (see
particularly p. 130), against this misunderstanding. He
has expressly said (p, 168) that the province of Chris-
tianity is not the province of the moralist. But the
difference between stating the principles of morality and